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tail in the sand, and stood up motionless like a piece of
wood growing out from the soil. The locusts and birds,
who felt the hot sand very uncomfortable, imagined the
serpent to be a stick, and, suspecting nought, alighted on
its head. When the victim happened to be a grasshopper
It was devoured immediately, but If a bird it was carried
home in the evening and consumed at leisure. We have
learnt this trick from the snake, and made use of It to
catch the falcon.'

While the king was praising Behruz, the news suddenly
arrived that a beautiful infant had been born to his
majesty. The king was so pleased with the fulfilment of
the prediction of Bebruz that he distributed rich presents
to everybody, and nominated him wazir; but he replied as
follows: 'May It please your majesty! The proximity of
kings resembles the sea: the nearer a man is to it, the
rnoro insecure lie will be from its waves; but it may also
be likened to fire, which becomes the more dangerous in
proportion to a man's nearness fco it. The courtiers who
surround a monarch are apt to persecute honest men, and
to scorch thorn with the fire of anger. The heart of a king
is like a mirror, which reflects on its surface every object,
without respect to its boanty or ugliness. The wrath of a
monarch is like,) the fire-breath of a dragon, which spares no
one. On the other hand, an individual who enjoys the
favour of the king soon becomes haughty and overbearing
towards others, so that he is a wise man who does not covet
royal favour, and thus escapes all dangers entailed by it/
To these objections the king replied as follows: i My servants
are not addicted to envy or pride, but are governed by the
dictates of sound reason. A king who admits envious and
intriguing persons to his court hurts his own Interests. I
make these remarks to allay your suspicions. I hereby
Inform you that great prosperity Is In store for you, and
that I do not accept your excuses/

There being no way of escape, Behrft^ was compelled to
assume the duties of wazir, which he discharged very
assiduously and satisfactorily. One day the son of the